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Grand Rapids Center Nears Completion 
Construction of the Grand 
Rapids Center is 80 percent 
complete and classes are sched-
uled to begin there on March 
14. Workers completed enclos-
ing the building before winter 
arrived and the heating system 
is now in operation. Instal-
lation of radio and television 
Across Campus 
Art Professor 
Seeks Bulletin Boards 
Art Professor Chester Alkema 
is trying to find some bulletin 
boards that were sold at the 
Plant Department auction last 
summer. The plywood boards 
are covered with vinyl that 
resembles burlap. Please call 
Alkema at ext. 3486 if you have 
information on the whereabouts 
of the boards. 
FSBC Report Available 
The Faculty Salary and Budget 
Committee (FSBC), a subcommit-
tee of the Executive Committee 
of the Senate, researches and 
formulates policy for the com-
mittee. During the past year, 
the FSBC has concentrated on 
the issues of faculty salary 
equity, promotion increments, 
retirement fund management, 
and fringe benefit packages. 
A full report of their find-
ings and recommendations is 
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equipment, as well as the 
building's telephone and fiber 
optic systems, has begun. 
Planning is also under way 
for alteration of Allendale 
campus space that will become 
available as some offices and 
services relocate downtown. 
available from Marie Noe in 
Administration, ext. 3224. 
Members of the FSBC include 
two faculty from each academic 
division, a representative 
from the library, and Associate 
Vice President of Academic 
Affairs John Gracki (ex-of-
ficio). 
Long·tirne Staff Member 
Prepares to Retire 
December 24 is more than just 
the first day of the holiday 
break for Anna Baker. on that 
day Baker, executive secretary 
to Provost Glenn Niemeyer, will 
begin her retirement after a 
20-year career at Grand Valley. 
She was first hired to work 
at Grand Valley by Arthur 
Hills, then Dean of Students. 
Starting out as a part-time 
secretary in the Music Depart-
ment, she quickly learned to 
type to the rhythm of student 
musicians at practice. 
In 1970, Baker accepted the 
offer to work for Glenn Nie-
meyer, who had just been ap-
pointed Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences. When 
Niemeyer became a Vice Presi-
dent of the college in 1973, 
she became his Administrative 
Assistant. In 1979, her title 
was changed to Executive Secre-
tary. 
During her 20 years at Grand 
Valley, Baker has seen the 
name of the college change 
three times, endured the evo-
lution of copy machines and 
survived the advent of the 
computer. Asked if the corn-
Grand Valley State University 
The vacated space wi l l accom-
modate classrooms, o f f i ces, 
and other facilities. 
Formal dedication ceremonies 
for the Grand Rapids Center, 
including special events for 
faculty and staff, will be 
held in the spring. 
puter has helped to lighten 
the workload, she replies, "It 
has changed our jobs, helped 
us to do more professional 
work; it's more fun!" 
While at Grand Valley, Baker 
has taken advantage of the 
academic participation program, 
enrolling in courses in philo-
sophy and computer science. 
Her plans for retirement 
include a three-month trip to 
the Southwest with her husband 
in their motor home this win-
ter, followed by the pursuit of 
various hobbies, including 
gardening, sewing, and reading. 
At an all-faculty-and-staff 
reception given f o r Baker on 
December 8, Niemeyer said: 
"Ann has been a tremendous 
asset to this office. An 
extremely competent and effi-
cient person, she h a s demon-
strated stability and under-
standing in her work . Her 
value has extended far beyond 
my office, to faculty gove r n-
ance and to other units on 
campus." 
(This article was submitted 
by the COT Training and Devel-
opment Committee.) 
Grand Valley Review: 
Call for Contributions 
The Grand Valley Review wel-
comes contributions to the 
Spring 1987 issue on subjects 
of general interest in all 
genres. Responses to opinions 
expressed in the Fall 1987 
edition are also welcome. 
Submissions should be double-
Cont i nued on Page 2 
Across Campus 
Continued from Page 1 
spaced and printed in sharp, 
clear type, preferably accom-
panied by a diskette. Send 
submissions to the editors, 
101 Lake Superior Hall, by 
January 31, 1988. 
The Fall 1987 issue will 
appear on or about December 
15. It will feature rejoinders 
to material in the last issue; 
an essay on liberal education; 
the poetry, portraiture, and 
prose of three new faculty 
members; a French vignette and 
its translation; short stories; 
a philosophic reading of "Mac-
beth;" reflections on teaching 
the Holocaust; several limer-
icks on the Iran-Contra hear-
ings; and two reviews of a 
controversial book on education 
and one of a book on aesthe-
tics. 
Forum Publication Schedule 
Money Matters 
Social Security Tax Hike 
Effective January 1, 1988, 
the social security tax rate 
will increase from 7.15 percent 
to 7.51 percent, with a new 
base of $45,000. The federal 
withholding tax rate will also 
change, effective January 1. 
Paychecks distributed on Janu-
ary 5 will reflect the new tax 
rates. 
Holiday Payroll 
Distribution 
The last faculty/ staff pay-
checks for 1987 will be dis-
tributed as usual on December 
22. Advance checks for main-
tenance staff, normally dis-
Calendar of Events 
Saturday, December 19 
page2 
tributed on December 29, will 
also be distributed on December 
22. 
Staff timecards for the pay 
period ending December 26 are 
due in the Payroll Office by 5 
p.m. on Tuesday, December 22. 
Paychecks will be distr i buted 
as usual on January 5. Adjust-
ments in hours worked after 
the timecard has been turned 
in will be made on the paycheck 
available January 19. 
Student and temporary/ call-
in staff timecards for the pay 
period ending December 19 are 
due in the Payroll Office by 5 
p.m. on Friday, December 18. 
1 p.m.: Women's basketball. Northwood at GVSU. 
This issue of the Forum is Monday, December 21 
the last one for this year. 7:45 p.m.: Men's basketball. Grand Rapids Baptist at GVS U. 
The next issue will be dis-
tributed on Monday, January Wednesday, December 23 
11. 
Men's basketball. GVSU at Northwood Institute, Midl a nd . 
Monday, December 28, and Tuesday, December 29 
12 noon: Wrestling. GVSU at Midlands Tournament, Evanston, 
Illinois. 
Wednesday, December 30 
7 p.m.: Women's basketball. GVSU at Wright State. 
